The relevance of time in palliative care nursing practice.
This article describes time as a contextual factor in palliative caring practices and contributes to an understanding of the connections between time and the quality of palliative care. The article is based on an explorative and qualitative research study inspired by grounded theory. The empirical data of the study were obtained through field studies and interview. The interpretation is indebted to a philosophical interpretation that assumes time to be consciously organised into two categories: an objective clock time and a subjective personal time. Two scenarios are presented: one in which clock time is insufficient and another in which clock time is sufficient. Each scenario outlines how nurses relate to time in different ways according to whether clock time is insufficient or sufficient, respectively. It is found that the two scenarios have different implications for palliative care, nurses' personal time, and nurses' opportunities for reflection and professional development.